
Over 60 WTMC stewards, board members, and guests, including
Former Buckeye Mayor, Jackie Meck, and Surprise Mayor, Skip Hall,
gathered together on March 5 to celebrate our dedicated volunteers.
Awards were presented to Stefanie Goldstein, Valerie Madarasz, Sam
Melfi, Gary Miller, Randy Nawotka, Allison Purcell, and Justin Williams.
Jim Hoffmann and Dana Warnecke also received awards but were
unable to attend the event. A big thank-you to Gary Miller for donating
his unique “saguaro boots” that were also presented to the award
recipients. 
Guest speaker, Jackie Meck, touched all our hearts with memories of
playing in the White Tanks as a young boy, his “planting trees under
whose shade you do not expect to sit” analogy and his hopes for the
future of the White Tanks. Updates on WTMC accomplishments and
programs were given by Les Meyers and Valerie Madarasz. 
A delicious lunch catered by First Fitness Kitchen rounded off the
celebrations. Thank you to all who attended and especially those of you
who helped with the set-up and breakdown. 

SIGN UP

WTMC
CONNECTIONS

APRIL 2022 EDITION
Randy Nawotka receiving his award from

Jackie Meck and Skip Hall.

April Events
6 - Plants of the Sonoran Desert Nature
Hike: Skyline 10-11am
9/10 - Hassayampa Ecosystems BioBlitz:
WTMRP 9am Sat - 9am Sun
9 - Stargazing: Skyline 7:30 - 9:30 pm
15 - Guided Bird Walk: WTMRP 6:30 -
8:30 am
15 - Full Moon Hike: Skyline 8-9pm
16 - Hiking Yoga: Skyline 8-9am

19 - WTMC Guided Hike: WTMRP 9-
11 am. Meet at Nature Center
parking lot
20 - Desert Defenders Invasive Plant
Removal: WTMRP 8-11:30am
23 - Earth Day Celebration: Skyline
9am-1pm
23 - Waterfall Trail Litter Pick Up 9-
11am. Meet at the trailhead

Sign up required for all Skyline and WTMRP events. Check our website for links to
both parks: https://www.wtmconservancy.org/visit-a-park/ 

https://www.wtmconservancy.org/visit-a-park/
https://www.wtmconservancy.org/visit-a-park/
https://www.wtmconservancy.org/visit-a-park/skyline-regional-park/


The Hassayampa Ecosystems BioBlitz is
just around the corner! The event will run
for 24 hours from 9am on Saturday, April
9 to 9am on Sunday, April 10. There will
be dozens of Species Matter Experts
who will be leading excursions across
the target area, ranging from family-
friendly walks to strenuous, hands-on
wildlife survey opportunities and
everything in between. It is time to start
registering for excursions! View the list
and find links to excursion registration on
the AZGFD Volunteer Portal here.

White Tank Mountains
Music Video
Those of you who attended the
Steward Appreciation event had the
opportunity to view Social Media
Intern, Stefanie Goldstein’s video
featuring singer, Nancy Elliott’s White
Tank Mountains song set against a
backdrop of beautifully
choreographed photographs. Look out
this week for an article in the West
Valley View and the Foothills Focus
featuring Stefanie, singer Nancy and
photographer Neal Summerton, that
discusses how the video came
together. Links to the article and video
will be posted on our website.
Congratulations, Stefanie, for
producing such a wonderful tribute to
the White Tanks. Stefanie’s internship
comes to an end in May. We thank her
for all her hard work and wish her
well at ASU.

We Love Spring Backyard Tour - Verrado
May 14 3-7 pm

Support WTMC while you tour beautiful and inspiring Verrado backyards. $10
wristband tickets will be sold on the day of the tour at each home and at the Village
Green. Decorated yard javelinas will also be auctioned - more funds for WTMC!
A lot of help is needed for this event including identifying more backyards,
volunteering at the auction, on the green and at the featured homes. Please contact
Valerie Madarasz if you would like to be involved valmad@cox.net

Stephanie receiving her award from Jackie
Meck and Skip Hall.

https://sites.google.com/azgfd.gov/az-bioblitz/hassayampa-ecosystems-2022/excursions
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Ruben Serna joined us in March. He spends half of the year in the Phoenix
area and the other half in Colorado. He is looking forward to getting
involved when he returns in the fall.

Don't forget 
to log

 your hours

LOG HOURS

Please contact Valerie Madarasz at valmad@cox.net if you have any
events or news you would like to include in future newsletters. Stay Wild! 

Welcome New Steward

Newsletter created by Rhyan Geiger

A delicious lunch catered by First Fitness
Kitchen for our Steward Appreciation Event.

White Tank Mountain
Regional Park Activities
April is a busy month in the park.
Tuesday, April 19 is the WTMC guided
hike and Wednesday, April 20 is the
invasive species removal event. Help
keep the park pristine over the Earth
Day weekend by joining us at 9am on
Saturday, April 23 for the Waterfall Trail
Litter Pick Up. 

Photo Credit: Neal Summerton Photography
www.nealsummerton.com

https://www.volgistics.com/vicnet/220102/login
mailto:valmad@cox.net
http://www.nealsummerton.com/?fbclid=IwAR3oR0uZ9kw5bxu0jcqcobXDup4gw25wuIdVkRM6VB4nAFIf3wMbhQ0ifrE

